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Read the passage and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the best answer

to each of the following questions from 1 to 8. _
For most undergraduates today, opening a laptop at the start of a lecture has become as automatic as

sitting down. The device is no longer a tool consciously chosen; it is simply there, blinking softly, ready to al?sorb
every word that the instructor utters. Yet researchers who study students’ attention argue that this convenience
comes at a price most learners are unaware that they are paying.

A recent multi-campus study tracked the in-class behaviour of nearly two thousand undergraduates across
humanities and science courses. Even when students claimed to be “fully focused,” eye-tracking data showed
that they shifted between unrelated tabs an average of fourteen times per fifty-minute session. The students
themselves were astounded when they were shown the results. Many had believed that they were absorbing

every point made in class.
The findings underfine an unsettling truth: digital multitasking is not just inefficient; it is invisible to those

engaged in it. Cognitive scientists describe this as “the illusion of competence” — the false sense that because
information has passed beneath one's eyes, it has been understood and stored. Tests administered a week after
the lectures consistently revealed otherwise, with laptop-using students recalling roughly a third less than those

taking handwritten notes.

Things go from orse when we take i account th at the v
distract students are also genuinely essential for some forms of academic work. Annotating digital
texts, accessing research databases and recording lectures all benefit from screen-based learning. The crucial
question for tertiary institutions, then, is not to get rid of devices altogether but to teach students when and how
to set them aside. Until that skill is cultivated, the lecture hall may continue to function less as a place of collective
inquiry and more as a quiet place of solitary screens.

(Adapted from hitps.//vanderbilthustier.com)
Question 1. In paragraph 1, the writer is
A. wamning against a common habit among students B. arguing in favour of undergraduates’ use of laptops

C. contrasting different methods of notetaking D. questioning the real worth of costly laptops
Question 2. The word tracked in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to :

A. examined B. represented C. controlled D. copied
Question 3. The word astounded in paragraph 2 is OPPOSITE in meaning to

A. anxious B. calm C. honest D. brave
Question 4. The word those in paragraph 3 refers to : s

A. tests B. lectures C. scientists " D, students

Question 5. Which of the following best paraphrases the underlined sentence in ;ih:agmph 4?
A. It is the digital devices used for certain complicated academic tasks at university that are distracting
students from more important assignments.
B. What complicates matters is that digital devices necessary for completing some university work can
interfere with students’ concentration.
C. Not only certain academic assignments at university but also the digital tools useful for these tasks are
causing complicated problems for students. :

D. Some academic work at university requires students’ genuine concentration, which has become a
complicated matter with bad-quality digital tools.

Question 6. Which of the following statements would the writer NOT agree with?
A. University students’ use of laptops in classrooms has become a practice performed unconsciously
B. Students have become more isolated in lecture halls because of the widespread use of laptops. :
C. Providing students with guidance for proper use of laptops is better than imposing a blanket ban.

A. Paragraph 3 B. Paragraph 1 C. Par
. . raph
Question 8. In which paragraph does the writer provide mfﬂfﬂpl?s f; 32 b D. Paragraph 4
A. Paragraph 2 B. Paragraph 1 general term?

C. Paragraph 3 ~(n_ %aragraph 4
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Question 15. a. Diner: Excuse me, I've been waiting so long for my order.
b. Diner: Thanks for your help. .
c. Waiter: I'm sorry! ¥'l| checlfwlth the kitchen and get back to you immediately.
A.b-c—a B.a—b-c C.c—b-a l.-. D.a—c-b
Question 16. Dear Ms Hoang, -, :
a. A payment of $5,000 will be released in the beginning, and the remaining balance after the
submission of your mid-term report.
b. Failure to respond by the stated date will resuit in the offer being granted to the next qualified candidate.
c. We are delighted to inform you that you have been awarded the Young Researcher Grant. /|
d. To confirm your acceptance, please sign the attached form and submit it by 31 August.
e. The funding is intended to support your fieldwork and must not be used for equipment
purchases without prior approval.
Yours sincerely,
A.c-a-b-d-e B.c-b-e-d-a C.c—-a-b-e—d D.c—e—a—-d-b
Question 17. a. Customer: What if I don't keep the original packaging?
b. Customer: Great. I'll bring the item and receipt tomorrow.
c. Customer: I'd like to exchange the electric fan I bought yesterday.
d. Manager: Sold items can be exchanged within five days, but we don't give refunds.
€. Manager: No problem, only your receipt is needed.
: A.a-e-c-d=-b B.c-e-a-d-b C.a-d-c-e-b D.c~-d-a-e-b
Question 18. a. Inhabitants of coastal regions housing large-scale facilities have reported that the low hum of
the constant rotation impairs their sleep quality.

b. Nevertheless, the argument for transitioning is not entirely convincing when the implications
for residents in the immediate vicinity are taken into account.

d. Wind power has been promoted as a notably clean and economically viable substitute for fossil fuels.
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Question 21. According to paragraph 1, the Wﬂgﬂnﬂmnmentai.sewim e
A. existent even in the absence of human involvement b

B. included in the market value of natural resources
C. determined by financial investment in natural resources
D. minimal because these services are nearly labour-free
Question 22. Which of the following is NOT implied in paragraph 2?
A. The strains on the ecosystem of the river imposed by recreational activities and power generaticn are similar.
B. The intrinsic value of the river is not confined to generating hydroelectricity only.
C. Intangible benefits also constitute the opportunity cost of the dam construction.
D. Tt is impossible to exploit one stretch of river for both hydroelectric generation and white-water canoeing.
Question 23. Where in paragraph 3 does the following sentence best fit?
Such hidden costs only come to light when one stops to think about the roles nature itseif is quietly playing.
A. [III] B. [I] C. [I1] D. [1V]
Question 24. Which of the following best summarises paragraph 3?
A. Untouched and cultivated lands both produce benefits in the long term.
B. Apparently harmless developments actually come at an underlying price.
C. Ecological preservation exerts negligible influence on economic development.
D. Economic benefits should never take precedence over forest and river preservation.
Question 25. The word they in paragraph 4 refers to . :
- A. policies B. services C. sacrifices D. sides
uestion 26. What conclusion can be drawn from paragraph 4? o . i
A. Tnitiatives are required by law to deduct the hidden costs before claiming toi::*uavrz jch;smue return
B. Putting a price on environmental services is aimed at slowing down ecur}ﬂgmpcause F;ennanent damage.
C. Both excessive caution and complete ignorance regarding environmenta of development.
I;?ue consideration for opportunity costs is crucial for tlt1he Gﬂg SUCCesS
on 27. Which of the following is true according to the pa ¢ ing opportunity costs.
A Assigning a specific price tag to a resource is a prerequisite for ca!a:htutlg; ;ennmedt.y
G Cost-free resources can be put to alternative uses as long as this is egcins amption.
- Keeping land intact is free of opportunity cost as there is no resorl;lhrczhat * sacrificed.
' '[he Positive return of every economic development must bé WO .
®tion 28, Which of the following can be inferred from the passage o the net gains they produce.
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Question 29. Which of the following would be the best title ;f\;ﬁarturmpl}?reservatiﬂﬂi Ushieriria in & New Era

A. Development: Factoring in Sacrifices g e Hala Davaloumants A Pipe Presir
C. Environment: A Tower of Strength -
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The theme for Green Week 2026, “Green Hands, Clean Land”, puts (30) . O the role of our community

For several decades, climate change has had direct effects on our daily life,

; . z igher ene ices.
(31) _unless action is taken, we will face food insecurity, water shortages, and high rgy pr

- i ) (32) . This year, we are planning twc

Since 2018, our annual campaigns have been coming uf &) :

- ' il sl i e i - residents. Completed forme
activities: clean-up and tree-planting. Participation in (33), activity is open to all g P -

in protecting the environment.

34) be submitted by 30 June. '
: It Is time to make a bi; difference to our surroundings. The harder we try, ) N fgtu.re will bet Apply now
Question 30. A. example B. emphasis C. mﬂueme D. ;nt;ntagn

Question 31. A. However B. Therefore C. Finally D‘ nstea

Question 32. A. goods B. roses C. gold ; skyﬁhn
Question 33, A. either B. other C. both D. ne IEIr

Question 34. A. ought not B. should C. ought D. should not

C. the greenest D. the greener

Question 35. A. greenest B. greener

Read the following passage and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate th

option that best fits each of the numbered blanks from 36 ta 40. -
Money has many ironies, and here is an important one: wealth is what you do not see. On spotfing a Ferra

driving around, (36) . In reality, however, many drivers of expensive cars turr_1 out to be only mediocr
successes who spend a huge percentage of their paycheck on a vehicle. Someone driving a hundred-thousanc
dollar car might indeed be wealthy. Yet the only firm data point you have about their wealth is that they have
hundred thousand dollars less than they did before they bought the car or a hundred thousand dollars more i
debt. (37 :

We) tend to judge wealth by what we see (38)____ . We cannot peer into people’s bank accounts
brokerage statements, so we rely on outward appearances to gauge financial success: cars, houses, photograpt
on social media. Modern capitalism has turned helping people fake it until they make it into a cherished industr
(39) - Wealth hides in the nice car not purchased, the diamonds left in the shop and the first-class upgrac
declined. Wealth is the financial assets that have not yet been converted into the stuff you see.

Hence, we should be careful (40) - It is more than mere semantics; not knowing the difference is th

source of countless poor money decisions.

(Adapted from Psychology of Mone

Question 36. A. you might be assumed to be the rich owner of the car

B. you might assume that the owner of the car must be rich

C. people might assume you must be the rich owner of the car

D. the car might be assumed to be owned by a rich person
Question 37. A. You know what they are all about B. What you know is about them all

C. That is all you know about them D. All that you know is about them
Question 38. A. other than external clues as the information that we only have to work with

B. unless we only have external clues as the information to work with

C. rather than by external clues as the only information we have to work with

D. because external clues are the only information we have to work with
Question 39. A. However, the truth remains that authentic wealth keeps its existence a secret

B. Likewise, the truth is that the existence of authentic wealth remains a secret

C. Authentic wealth, similarly, keeps its existence by secretly remaining truthful

D. Authentic wealth, as a consequence, secretly exists by remaining truthful
Question 40. A. for being wealthy to be distinguished from being rich

B. to distinguish between being wealthy and being rich

C. being wealthy and being rich distinguish themselves

D. being wealthy is distinguishing itself from being rich

THE END
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