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Idioms chi dé People

Idiom

Y nghia

Vidu

The apple of one's eye

Nguoi ma ai dé yéu thuong va
tu hao nhat

His daughter is the apple of his eye, as he would do
anything to make her happy.

Pull someone's leg

Dbua gidn hoac tréu choc ai d6

I told him I won a million dollars, but I was just
pulling his leg. He believed me for a second!

Blow someone's
trumpet

Khoe khoang

My cousin can't stop blowing his own trumpet
about his recent promotion.

Judge a book by its
cover

banh gia mot nguoi hoac mot
vat dya vao vé bé ngoai ma
khong xem xét ban chat hay
pham chat bén trong

Don't judge a book by its cover. She may look
tough, but she's actually very kind and caring.

Break the ice

Phé& v khong khi ngai ngung,
cang thang

He told a funny joke to break the ice at the party.

Take someone/
something for granted

Coi diéu gi 46 1a tat nhién,
khong cam thay biét on vi diéu
do

She always took her supportive family for granted
until she moved away for college and realized how
much they meant to her.

Fish out of water

Dién ta khong thoai mai, la 1am
trong mét hoan canh nao do
(Nhu ca mac can)

Coming from a small town, she felt like a fish out
of water when she first moved to the bustling city.

See eyeto eye

Pong tinh, dong quan diém

Fortunately, they see eye to eye on most matters,
which makes working together much easier.
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The apple doesn't fall
far from the tree

Am chi rang con cai thuong co
nhiéu dac diém hoac tinh cach
giong nhu cha me cua ho

(Con nha téng khong gidng
16ng ciing giéng canh)

John is just as stubborn as his father. The apple
doesn't fall far from the tree.

A shoulder to cry on

Mot ngudi ¢d thé ling nghe va
chia sé

When | lost my job, my sister was always there as a
shoulder to cry on, providing emotional support.

Idioms chi dé Work & Study

Idiom

Y nghia

Vidu

Burn the midnight oil

Lam viéc, hoc hanh dén khuya
muon

She had to burn the midnight oil for weeks to meet
the project deadline.

Hit the books

Bt dau hoc tap hoic doc sach
mot cach nghiém tac

| can't go out with you tonight; I need to hit the
books and prepare for my final exams.

A piece of cake

Mot viéc rat d& dang, don gian

The math test was such a piece of cake for him that
he finished it in half the time given.

Go the extra mile

Lam tét hon nhitng gi duoc
yéu cau hodc mong doi

She always goes the extra mile to make her
customers happy, even if it means working late.

Hit the nail on the
head

NOi hoac lam gi d6 mét cach
chinh xac, dtng van dé cot 10i

His analysis of the situation hit the nail on the head
since he accurately identified the main problem.

Have bigger fish to fry

C6 nhitng véan dé hoic cong
viéc quan trong hon can phai
Xt ly

| can't deal with this minor issue right now. I have
bigger fish to fry, like preparing for the upcoming
conference.

The 9-to-5 job

Cong viéc lam tir 9 gio sang
dén 5 gio chiéu hang ngay,
thuong la cong viéc van phong

After years of working a 9-to-5 job, he decided to
start his own business and have more flexibility.
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Idioms chii dé Feeling

Idiom

Y nghia

Vidu

Break a leg

Loi chiic may man

She was about to go on stage for her first solo
performance, and her friends wished her, "Break a
leg!™

Make someone's blood
boil

Lam cho ai d6 rat tic gian

His disrespectful comments made her blood boil,
and she couldn't help but confront him.

Hit the roof

Tré nén rat tic gian hodc phat
dién vi diéu gi do

When she found out her car had been stolen, she hit
the roof and called the police immediately.

Keep one's chin up

Khich 1&, khuyén khich ai d6
duy tri tinh than lac quan

Even though he faced numerous setbacks, he
always kept his chin up and worked hard to achieve
his goals.

Down in the dumps

Cam thay budn ba, chan nan

After hearing the bad news, she was down in the
dumps for days and didn't want to talk to anyone.

On cloud nine

Cam giac hanh phuc, sung
suéng (nhu trén 9 tang may)

Winning the championship made him feel like he
was on cloud nine, and he couldn't stop smiling.

In seventh heaven

M@ ta cam xuc vo cung hanh
phuc

After receiving the job offer of her dreams, she felt
like she was in seventh heaven.

Get cold feet

So héi hoac do dy trudc mot
quyét dinh quan trong

He was going to ask her out, but he got cold feet at
the last moment.

Cry over spilled milk

Hdi tiéc vé nhiing gi da xay ra
hozc khong thé thay doi

There's no use crying over spilled milk, we need to
find a solution to the problem.

Get butterflies in one's
stomach

Cam thay lo ling hoic cing
thang, thuong trudc mot sy
kién quan trong

Before going on stage, she always gets butterflies in
her stomach.
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Let your hair down

Nghi ngoi, thu gian

After a long week of work, I like to let my hair
down and have some fun with friends on the
weekend.

Idioms cha dé Weather & Time

Idiom

Y nghia

Vidu

Rain cats and dogs

Mua to, mua tam t

We had to cancel our outdoor picnic because it was
raining cats and dogs all day.

Once in a blue moon

NGi vé mot su kién rat hiém
hoi hoac khong thuong xuyén
Xay ra

We don't get to see each other often. However, we
plan a special reunion once in a blue moon.

Every now and then

Khoéng thuong xuyén, doi khi,
thinh thoang

He likes to go fishing every now and then to relax
and unwind.

Few and far between

Rat hiém hoic khong thuong
Xuyén

Opportunities like this are few and far between, so
you should take advantage of them when they
come.

In the nick of time

Vira kip luc

The national football team arrived at the airport in
the nick of time to catch their flight.

A storm in a teacup

Phéng dai van d¢, chuyén bé
Xé ra to

Don't make it a storm in a teacup; it's just a minor
issue.

Idioms chii @& Money

Idiom

Y nghia

Vidu

Costanarm and a leg

RAt dit do

Buying a designer handbag like that can cost an arm
and a leg. It's way out of my budget.

On the house

Dung dé chi dd mién phi trong
quén nao do

The restaurant gave us a complimentary dessert on
the house as a thank-you for our loyalty.
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chinh gap kho khan hoac thua
16

In the black Dung dé ndi vé tinh trang tai The company has been in the black for several
chinh 6n dinh va c6 lgi nhuan | consecutive quarters, indicating strong financial
performance.
In the red Dung dé noi vé tinh trang tai Due to a drop in sales, the company is currently in

the red and needs to implement cost-cutting
measures.

Idioms cha dé Animals

y hoac vo tinh

Idiom Y nghia Vidu
Let the cat out of the Tiét 16 mot bi mat hodc thong | He accidentally let the cat out of the bag about the
bag tin nén gidu kin, thuong do so | surprise party, so it wasn't a surprise anymore.

Kill two birds with
one stone

Pat duoc hai muc tiéu cung lac
(Mot mii tén trang 2 dich)

By working from home, she was able to kill two
birds with one stone, which meant spending time
with her family and getting her work done.

Like a fish in water

Dién ta trang thai quen thudc,
thoai mai trong mét tinh huéng
nao d6 (Nhu ca gap nudc)

She started her new job and adapted to it quickly as
if she were like a fish in water.

Cac Idioms thwong gap khac

Idiom

Y nghia

Vidu

Chalk and cheese

Am chi su khac biét lon vé tinh
cach, dac diém gitra hai nguoi

Although they are twins, they are like chalk and
cheese when it comes to their personalities. One is
outgoing, while the other is introverted.

Here and there

Pay d6 (chi nhiing dia diém
khac nhau)

They traveled here and there during their vacation,
exploring different cities and countries.

A hot potato

Mot van dé nan giai hodc gay
tranh céi

The topic of taxes is always a hot potato in political
discussions because it's so controversial.
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At the drop of a hat

Ngay lap tac

If you need help, just call me. I'll come over at the
drop of a hat.

Take something into
account/consideration

Xem xét, danh gia cai gi

When planning the budget, it's important to take all
expenses into consideration, including unexpected
ones.

Have a sweet tooth

Thich an d6 ngot

My grandmother has a sweet tooth, and she loves
baking all kinds of desserts.

van dé (Vong vo tam quéc)

Turn a blind eye Bo qua hoic khong chii y dén | The teacher turned a blind eye to the students
diéu gi do cheating on the exam.
Beat about the bush Vong vo khong di thang vao Instead of beating about the bush, just tell me what

you want to say.

Turn over a new leaf

Bat dau mot cudc sdng moi
hoac thay doi, sang trang mai

After going through rehab, he decided to turn over a
new leaf and stay away from drugs.

Keep your fingers
crossed

Chic may man

| have an important job interview tomorrow; keep
your fingers crossed for me!

Don't put all your eggs
in one basket

Khong nén dat tat ca niém tin
hozc tai san vao mot nguon
hoic mét diéu duy nhat, dé
tranh rui ro

When investing, it's wise not to put all your eggs in
one basket. Diversify your investments to reduce
risk.

Bite off more than you
can chew

Khéng biét luong stc hoac cd
lam viéc gi d6 qua sitc minh

| bit off more than | could chew by taking on two
part-time jobs and a full course load at school.
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